
     

 
CITY OF CATHEDRAL CITY 

 
 

2040 GENERAL PLAN & 
Active Transportation Plan 

 
 

Adopted 2021 
Updated 2022 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared By 
 

Community Development Department 
City of Cathedral City 

68-700 Avenida Lalo Guerrero 
Cathedral City, CA 92234 

 
and 

Terra Nova Planning & Research, Inc.® 
42635 Melanie Place, Suite 101 

Palm Desert, CA 92211 
 



City of Cathedral City  
2040 General Plan/Table of Contents  

 

 
  



City of Cathedral City  
2040 General Plan/Table of Contents  

 

 

City of Cathedral City 
Riverside County, California 

 
2040 

GENERAL PLAN 
 

CITY COUNCIL 
 

Mayor 
Raymond Gregory,  District 5 

 
Mayor Pro-Tem 

Ernesto M. Gutierrez, District 4 
 

Council Members 
 

Rita Lamb, District 1 
Nancy Ross, District 2 

Mark Carnevale, District 3 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Kevin Brandt 
Skye Daley 
Elmer Diaz 
Craig Loe 

Ralph Thompson-Cantua 
 
 

Community Development Department 
City of Cathedral City 

68-700 Avenida Lalo Guerrero 
Cathedral City, CA 92234 

 
 
 
 

Terra Nova Planning & Research, Inc. ® 
42635 Melanie Place, Suite 101 

Palm Desert, CA 92211 
 



City of Cathedral City  
2040 General Plan/Table of Contents  

 

  
i 

CITY OF CATHEDRAL CITY 
 

2040 GENERAL PLAN 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
                  Page 
 
I. INTRODUCTION TO THE GENERAL PLAN ................................................................................... I-1 

 
Introduction ................................................................................................................................................ I-1 
City Of Cathedral City ................................................................................................................................ I-2 
Public Participation .................................................................................................................................... I-3 
Basis Of The General Plan ......................................................................................................................... I-3 
General Plan Vision Statement ................................................................................................................... I-4 
General Plan Update – What’s New? ......................................................................................................... I-6 
Major Environmental Themes .................................................................................................................... I-7 

 
II. GENERAL PLAN ADMINISTRATION .............................................................................................. II-1 
 
 Introduction, Purpose and Background .................................................................................................... II -1 
 General Plan Organization and Use ......................................................................................................... II -2 
 Implementation of the Geneal Plan .......................................................................................................... II -5 
 The General Plan Environmental Impact Report ..................................................................................... II -8 
 Future Directions ...................................................................................................................................... II -9 
 Goal, Policies and Programs ..................................................................................................................... II -9 
 
III. GENERAL PLAN ELEMENTS 
 INTRODUCTION TO THE ELEMENTS .......................................................................................... III-1 
 
 Land Use Element .................................................................................................................................. LU-1 
 Circulation and Mobility Element ......................................................................................................... CM-1 
 Housing Element ....................................................................................................................................... H-1 
 Parks and Recreation Element ................................................................................................................. PR-1 
 Community Design Element .................................................................................................................. CD-1 
 Arts and Culture Element ....................................................................................................................... AC-1 
 Economic and Fiscal Health Element ...................................................................................................... EF-1 
 Environmental Justice Element ................................................................................................................ EJ-1 
 Healthy and Sustainable Community Element ........................................................................................ HS-1 
 Open Space and Conservation Element .................................................................................................. OS-1 
  Biological Resources Sub-Element .................................................................................................... OS-11 
  Cultural Resources Sub-Element ....................................................................................................... OS-27 
  Water Resources Sub-Element ........................................................................................................... OS-37 
  Energy andMineral Resources Sub-Element ...................................................................................... OS-51 
 Air Quality and Climate Stability Element ............................................................................................ AQ-1 
 Safety Element ........................................................................................................................................... S-1 
  Flooding & Hydrology Sub-Element ..................................................................................................... S-3 
  Getoechnical Sub-Element ................................................................................................................... S-14 
  Hazards and Hazardous Materials Sub-Element .................................................................................. S-33 
  Emergency Preparedness Sub-Element ................................................................................................ S-39 
  Noise Sub-Element ............................................................................................................................... S-50 



City of Cathedral City  
2040 General Plan/Table of Contents  

 

  
ii 

  
 Public Services and Facilities Element .................................................................................................. PSF-1 
  Fire and Police Sub-Element .............................................................................................................. PSF-3 
  Schools and Libraries Sub-Element ................................................................................................... PSF-9 
  Public Facilities Sub-Element .......................................................................................................... PSF-15 
  Water, Sewer and Utilities Sub-Element  ......................................................................................... PSF-21 
 
APPENDIX A Cathedral City Active Transportation Plan, February 14, 2019  
  Revised December 3, 2021 ........................................................................................................... A-1 
APPENDIX B Housing Element Appendices ...................................................................................................... B-1 
  B.1  Evaluation of the Prior Housing Element .......................................................................... B.1-1 
  B.2  Land Use Inventory Mapping ............................................................................................ B.2-1 
  B.3  Public Participation ............................................................................................................ B.3-1 
  B.4  Assessment of Fair Housing Report .................................................................................. B.4-1 
 
LIST OF TABLES  
 
Table LU-1  Palm Springs International Airport Land Use Compatibility Criteria ....................................... LU-4 
Table LU-2  City of Cathedral City Draft General Plan Proposed Land Use Designations .......................... LU-9 
Table LU-3  Cathedral City General Plan (2040) Land Use ........................................................................ LU-15 
Table LU-4 Projected Population at General Plan Buildout ....................................................................... LU-16 
 
Table CM-1  Roadway Level Of Service Description ................................................................................... CM-8 
Table CM-2  Intersection Levels of Service (LOS) (seconds per vehicle) .................................................. CM-10 
Table CM-3 Level-of-Service Volumes/Capacity Values For Various Roadway Classifications ............. CM-11 
Table CM-4  Existing Conditions Summary Major Roadways in the Planning Area ................................. CM-24 
Table CM-5  General Plan 2040 Buildout Traffic Roadway Segment Impact Analysis ............................. CM-28 
Table CM-6  General Plan 2040 Segment Deficiencies .............................................................................. CM-30 
Table CM-7 Intersection Future (2040) Operating Conditions ................................................................... CM-36 
 
Table H-1  Population Trends – Cathedral City ............................................................................................. H-5 
Table H-2  Population Trends – Neighboring Jurisdictions ........................................................................... H-5 
Table H-3  Population by Race/Ethnicity ....................................................................................................... H-6 
Table H-4  Population by Age ........................................................................................................................ H-7 
Table H-5  Average Income by Industry, Coachella Valley ........................................................................... H-8 
Table H-6  Median Household Income ........................................................................................................... H-8 
Table H-7  Employment by Industry .............................................................................................................. H-9 
Table H-8  Employment by Occupation ......................................................................................................... H-9 
Table H-9  Principal Employers in Cathedral City ....................................................................................... H-10 
Table H-10  Commuting Patterns ................................................................................................................... H-11 
Table H-11  Household Growth Trends ......................................................................................................... H-12 
Table H-12  Household Types, 2019 .............................................................................................................. H-12 
Table H-13  Housing Stock Trends – 2010 and 2019 .................................................................................... H-12 
Table H-14  Residential Building Permits, 2014-2020 .................................................................................. H-13 
Table H-15  Age of Housing Units, 2019 ....................................................................................................... H-14 
Table H-16  Housing Units Lacking Facilities, 2019 ..................................................................................... H-15 
Table H-17  Vacancy Status, 2019 ................................................................................................................. H-16 
Table H-18  Regional Median Housing Value Trends, 2013 - 2019 .............................................................. H-17 
Table H-19  Median Gross Rent by Bedrooms .............................................................................................. H-17 
Table H-20  Income Limits for Riverside County, 2020 ................................................................................ H-18 
Table H-21  Income Categories and Affordable Housing Costs .................................................................... H-19 
Table H-22  Overpayment by Income Level .................................................................................................. H-20 



City of Cathedral City  
2040 General Plan/Table of Contents  

 

  
iii 

Table H-23  Housing Problems for Extremely Low-Income Households ...................................................... H-21 
Table H-24  Overcrowding ............................................................................................................................. H-22 
Table H-25  Senior Households by Tenure .................................................................................................... H-23 
Table H-26  Senior Incomes Below the Poverty Level .................................................................................. H-24 
Table H-27  Senior Resources ........................................................................................................................ H-24 
Table H-28  Disabilities by Age and Type ..................................................................................................... H-25 
Table H-29  Household Size, by Tenure ......................................................................................................... H-28 
Table H-30  Number of Bedrooms, by Tenure ............................................................................................... H-28 
Table H-31  Female-Headed Household Characteristics ................................................................................ H-29 
Table H-32  Cathedral City Homeless Characteristics ................................................................................... H-31 
Table H-33  Homeless Subpopulations .......................................................................................................... H-32 
Table H-34  Coachella Valley Homeless Facilities and Services ................................................................... H-32 
Table H-35  RHNA by Income Category, 2022-2029 .................................................................................... H-65 
Table H-36  Quantified Objectives, 2022-2029 .............................................................................................. H-65 
Table H-37  Inventory of Available Vacant Land .......................................................................................... H-66 
Table H-38  Restricted Affordable Owner-Occupied Units ........................................................................... H-75 
Table H-39  Residential Standards ................................................................................................................. H-78 
Table H-40  Estimated Development Fees ..................................................................................................... H-82 
Table H-41  Allowable Residential Uses by Zoning District ......................................................................... H-84 
Table H-42  Land Use Decision-Making Authority ....................................................................................... H-85 
Table H-43  Response to Public Comments ................................................................................................... H-92 
 
Table PR-1  Standards for Recreational Areas ............................................................................................... PR-3 
Table PR-2  City of Cathedral City Parks Inventory ...................................................................................... PR-4 
Table PR-3  City of Cathedral Undeveloped Park Land (2019) ..................................................................... PR-5 
Table PR-4  City of Cathedral Existing Bikeways ....................................................................................... PR-10 
Table PR-5  Cathedral City Bikeways & Multi-Modal Facilities ................................................................ PR-11 
 
Table CD-1  Commercial Parking Reductions at Selected TODs ................................................................ CD-21 
 
Table AC-1  Regional Cultural Facilities ....................................................................................................... AC-6 
 
Table EF-1  Employment Distribution by Sector Coachella Valley, 2013 .................................................... EF-3 
 
Table HS-1  Cathedral City Health Indicators ................................................................................................ HS-2 
Table HS-2  Riverside County Projected Changes in Annual Temperature ................................................... HS-6 
 
Table OS-1  Open Space Acreage ................................................................................................................... OS-5 
Table OS-2  Open Space Inventory ................................................................................................................ OS-6 
Table OS-3  Sensitive Species Occurring or Potentially Occurring in the Cathedral City Study Area ........ OS-16 
Table OS-4  Sites of Cahuilla Cultural Value in the Planning Area ............................................................. OS-29 
Table OS-5  Recorded Historic-Era Buildings in the Planning Area ........................................................... OS-32 
Table OS-6  Total Recent and Projected Water Deliveries in CVWD Service Area by Land Use  
 (acre-feet per year) ................................................................................................................... OS-41 
Table OS-7  Total Recent and Projected Water Deliveries in DWA Service Area by Land Use  
 (acre-feet per year) ................................................................................................................... OS-41 
Table OS-8  Comparison of Historical and Future Inflows and Outflows, 1936-2035 (acre-feet) .............. OS-42 
Table OS-9  Range of Groundwater Pumping Reductions Due to Source Substitution ............................... OS-43 
Table OS-10  Coachella Valley Water District’s Water Shortage Contingency Plan Summary .................... OS-48 
Table OS-11  Desert Water Agency’s Water Shortage Contingency Plan Summary .................................... OS-48 
 
Table AQ-1  State and Federal Ambient Air Quality Standards .................................................................... AQ-3 



City of Cathedral City  
2040 General Plan/Table of Contents  

 

  
iv 

 
Table S-1  Potential Seismic Intensities Associated with the Maximum Credible Earthquake (MCE) ...... S-24 
Table S-2  Hazards and Severity .................................................................................................................. S-41 
Table S-3  Critical Facilities in the City ...................................................................................................... S-43 
Table S-4  Typical Noise Levels .................................................................................................................. S-52 
Table S-5  Roadway Noise Levels in 2040 .................................................................................................. S-54 
Table S-6   Land Use Compatibility for Community Noise Environments .................................................. S-59 
 
LIST OF EXHIBITS 
 
Exhibit I-1 City Limits and Spehere of Influence ............................................................................................ I-5 
 
Exhibit LU-1  Airport Land Use Compatibility Map ....................................................................................... LU-6 
Exhibit LU-2  2040 Land Use Map ................................................................................................................ LU-14 
 
Exhibit CM-1 Sunline Transit Routes & Bus Stops (2021) ............................................................................ CM-5 
Exhibit CM-2 Existing and Future Multi-Modal Facilities ........................................................................... CM-16 
Exhibit CM-3 Existing and Future Pedestrian Facilities ............................................................................... CM-17 
Exhibit CM-4 Image Corridors ...................................................................................................................... CM-21 
Exhibit CM-5 Existing ADT Volumes .......................................................................................................... CM-26 
Exhibit CM-6 A Variety of Street Users ....................................................................................................... CM-27 
Exhibit CM-7 2040 Buildout ADT Volumes ................................................................................................ CM-29 
Exhibit CM-8 Master Roadway Classifications ............................................................................................ CM-31 
Exhibit CM-9A Arterial Highway Classifications ........................................................................................... CM-33 
Exhibit CM-9B Major Roadway Classifications .............................................................................................. CM-34 
Exhibit CM-9C Secondary and Collector Roadway Classifications ................................................................ CM-35 
Exhibit CM-10  Existing and Future Truck Routes .......................................................................................... CM-39 
 
Exhibit PR-1 Community Parks Map ............................................................................................................... PR-6 
Exhibit PR-2 Bike Path Classifications ............................................................................................................ PR-9 
Exhibit PR-3 Bikeway and LSEV Routes ...................................................................................................... PR-14 
 
Exhibit OS-1 CVMSHCP Biological Resources Map North ......................................................................... OS-20 
Exhibit OS-2  CVMSHCP Biological Resources Map South ......................................................................... OS-21 
Exhibit OS-3  CVMSHCP Natural Communities Map ................................................................................... OS-22 
 
Exhibit S-1  FEMA Flood Zones in the Planning Area .................................................................................... S-9 
Exhibit S-2  Seismically Induced Rockfall & Landslide Susceptibility ......................................................... S-18 
Exhibit S-3  Wind Hazard Zones in the Cathedral City General Plan Area ................................................... S-19 
Exhibit S-4  Earthquake Fault Map ................................................................................................................ S-22 
Exhibit S-5  Liquefaction Susceptibility Map ................................................................................................ S-27 
Exhibit S-6  Suceptibility to Seismically Induced Settlement ........................................................................ S-28 
Exhibit S-7  Fire Hazard Zones Map .............................................................................................................. S-41 
Exhibit S-8  2040 Roadway and Railroad Noise Contours ............................................................................ S-55 
Exhibit S-9  Palm Springs International Airport Noise Contours (2025) ....................................................... S-58 
 
Exhibit PSF-1 Public Facilities Map ................................................................................................................ PSF-2 
 
 
 
 
 



City of Cathedral City  
2040 General Plan/Table of Contents  

 

  
v 

 
LIST OF CHARTS 
 
Chart EF-1 Cathedral City Population, 2000-2016 ....................................................................................... EF-4 
Chart EF-2   Cathedral City Median Age, 2000-2016 .................................................................................... EF-5 
Chart EF-3    Cathedral City Ethnicity, 2016 ................................................................................................... EF-5 
Chart EF-4    Cathedral City Hispanic or Latino Population (of any race), 2000-2016 ................................... EF-5 
Chart EF-5    Cathedral City Occupations, 2016 (civilian employed population 16 years and over) .............. EF-6 
Chart EF-6    Coachella Valley Median Household Incomes, 2016 ................................................................ EF-6 
Chart EF-7    Coachella Valley Education Level by Jurisdiction (population 25 years of age or older) ......... EF-7 
Chart EF-8    Cathedral City Education Levels (population 25 years of age or older)  ................................... EF-7 
Chart EF-9    2017 Revenues by Source – Governmental Activities.  ............................................................. EF-8 
Chart EF-10  2017 Expenses by Function – Governmental Activities  ........................................................... EF-8 
 
Chart OS-1  Average Groundwater Balance 2003 to 2016. ......................................................................... OS-44 
 
Chart AQ-1  Projected GHG Emission Scenarios .......................................................................................... AQ-9 
 
LIST OF FIGURES 
 
Figure 1  Cathedral City Racial Demographics 2010 ................................................................................ H-41 
Figure 2  Cathedral City Racial Demographics 2019 ................................................................................ H-41 
Figure 3  Regional Diversity Index ............................................................................................................ H-44 
Figure 4  Cathedral City Diversity Index ................................................................................................... H-44 
Figure 5  Persons with Disabilities 2015-2019 .......................................................................................... H-45 
Figure 6  Female Headed Households with Children ................................................................................ H-46 
Figure 7  Regional Low to Moderate Income Population .......................................................................... H-47 
Figure 8  Cathedral City Low to Moderate Income Population ................................................................. H-47 
Figure 9  Cathedral City Poverty Status .................................................................................................... H-48 
Figure 10 Regional Opportunity Composite Score ..................................................................................... H-50 
Figure 11 Cathedral City Opportunity Composite Score ............................................................................ H-50 
Figure 12 Economic Score .......................................................................................................................... H-51 
Figure 13 Environmental Score .................................................................................................................. H-51 
Figure 14 Education Score .......................................................................................................................... H-52 
Figure 15 Overpayment by Renters ............................................................................................................ H-54 
Figure 16  Overpayment by Owners ............................................................................................................ H-54 
Figure 17  Overcrowded Households .......................................................................................................... H-55 
Figure 18  Urban Displacement ................................................................................................................... H-58 
Figure 19  Affordable Housing Locations by Income Level ....................................................................... H-60 


